cated her career to advocating effectively for disadvantaged Americans. She exemplifies the intent of this award.
In his introduction to her presentation, Dr. Alpert indicated some of the markers of Marian Wright Edelman's amazing career. As the Children's Defense Fund celebrates its 25th anniversary, we should recognize its dedication in providing a strong and effective voice for all children in America, especially those who are disadvantaged. It has worked since its inception to create a tight web of family, community, private sector, and government support for children and has sought to ensure that the needs of every child are met. It has done so primarily because it derives its inspiration, impetus, and strength from its founder and leader.
Without reiterating Marian Wright Edelman's academic and other career credentials, it is appropriate to note that she has been awarded 91 honorary degrees. 
